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as of other numbers of men, the smaller part may often
be the wiser.

He considers himself as deputed to promote the publick
good, and to preserve his constituents, with the rest of his
countrymen, not only from being hurt by others, but from
hurting themselves.

The common marks of patriotism having been examined,
and shown to be such as artifice may counterfeit, or folly
misapply, it cannot be improper to consider, whether there
are not some characteristical modes of speaking or acting,
which may prove a man to be not a patriot,

In this inquiry, perhaps, clearer evidence may be dis-
covered, and firmer persuasion attained; for it is, com-
monly, easier to know what is wrong than what is right;
to find what we should avoid, than what we should pursue.

As war is one of the heaviest of national evils, a cala-
mity in which every species of misery is involved; as it
sets the general safety to hazard, suspends commerce, and
desolates the country; as it exposes great numbers to hard-
ships, dangers, captivity, and death; no man, who desires
the publick prosperity, will inflame general resentment by
aggravating minute injuries, or enforcing disputable rights
of little importance.

It may, therefore, be safely pronounced, that those men
are no patriots, who, when the national honour was vindi-
cated in the sight of Europe, and the Spaniards having
invaded what they call their own, had shrunk to a dis-
avowal of their attempt, and a relaxation of their claim,
would still have instigated us to a war, for a bleak and
barren spot in the Magellanick ocean, of which no use
could be made, unless it were a place of exile for the hy-
pocrites of patriotism.

Yet let it not be forgotten, that, by the howling violence
of patriotick rage, the nation was, for a time, exasperated
to such madness, that, for a barren rock under a stormy
sky, we might have now been fighting and dying, had not
our competitors been wiser than ourselves; and those who